0Essay Assignment (Term Paper)
Length Requirement: 5 to 8 pages

Format: This assignment should be typed using Times New Roman in 12 pt. font. Additionally, papers should have uniform 1-inch margins and doubl-spaced. Citations, Bibliography, and Cover Page should be in Chicago Manuel Style.

Purpose: To demonstrate competence in writing at the collegiate level. Further, this essay is intended to allow you to showcase your understanding of at least one ethical theory that we have covered as it applies to a specific moral issue, ethical concept, or a situation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment: In a focused argumentative essay, analyze a particular moral issue, ethical concept, or a particular situation (e.g. a scene or overarching conflict from a book or movie), and argue for a particular conclusion under a chosen moral theory. As with any well-written argumentative paper, this does not mean you should argue only your position. You must give due attention to opposing arguments and carefully address them as fully as possible. This requires that you have a precise thesis and that your position and argument are clearly presented.

Your essay should have the general structure of one of the following prompts and bullet “i”:

A)   In this course we have covered multiple ethical theories, including Moral Relativism, Virtue Ethics, Deontology, Consequentialism, and Care Ethics. Utilizing one of these theories, examine a moral issue (e.g. Abortion or the Death Penalty). Argue for or against the issue's morality under the ethical theory, and address how and why the issue is (im)moral according to it. Take care to think through and address any objections to your argument.

B)   Using comparison and contrast of two of the ethical theories we have covered in class, argue that one of the theories is stronger than the other and provides a better framework for morality.

C)   Analyze an overarching theme or conflict from a book or movie using one of the ethical theories we covered in lecture. Argue for a particular interpretation of that theme or conflict and support your argument using both evidence from the book/film and primary and secondary sources for the moral theory.

D)   Taking a moral concept (e.g. blame, responsibility, autonomy, etc.) argue for a particular interpretation of it and its importance to morality. Give space to address in detail any opposing arguments, and do your best to show how they are insufficient.

i. To support your argument, find literature either read in class or found through researching scholarly sources connected to your chosen moral theory/issue/concept and any opposing points of view that you need to address.

Moral issues are complex. Consequently, any treatment of them is going to be complex as well. Given the rather limited space available to do this, it is important that your writing be as concise as possible. To this effect, you must be precise in your arguments, addressing only what needs to be addressed without deviating from the topic or losing any clarity of meaning.

Objectives: This assignment is meant to support the following Learning Outcomes:
· Read, analyze and critique philosophical texts.
· Define and appropriately use important terms such as ‘relativism,’ ‘virtue,’ ‘duty,’ ‘egoism,’ ‘altruism,’ and ‘autonomy.’
· Demonstrate knowledge of major arguments and problems in ethics.
· Present and discuss well-reasoned ethical positions in writing.
· Apply ethical concepts and principles to address moral concerns.
· Demonstrate an ability to discuss and reflect upon the application of the course material to various aspects of life.

Assessment: Your essay will be evaluated on the following six criteria:
1. Integration of Knowledge – The essay demonstrates that you fully understand and have applied concepts learned in the course. Concepts are integrated into your own insights. You provide concluding remarks that show both analysis and synthesis of the ideas expressed in the body of the essay.
2. Topic Focus – Your topic is focused narrowly enough for the scope of this assignment. A thesis statement provides direction for the paper, by stating clearly the position you intend to argue or the problem/question you mean to address.
3. Depth of Discussion – There is in-depth discussion and elaboration in all sections of the paper. This means that you address fully not only your own arguments, but any opposing positions and counter-arguments to these positions.
4. Cohesiveness - You tie together information from all sources. The paper flows from one issue to the next without the need for headings. Your writing demonstrates an understanding of the relationship among material obtained from all sources.
5. Clarity, Spelling, and Mechanics – While you should always make the effort to avoid major grammatical errors, pay particular attention to your verb tense, the number agreement between your verbs and subjects, and your point-of-view. Your argument should be in the 3rd-person, making use of the academic voice. The language you use should be clear, communicating your meaning effectively to the reader. Ideally, in an argumentative essay, your writing leaves the reader to think about your arguments; in this light, clarity means that your reader doesn't have to think through how you said it to get at what you mean.
6. Format – Your essay should adhere to the formatting directions listed above, including a minimum of three cited sources for your argument.



**See the essay grading rubric for a detailed break-down of how the essay will be graded.
